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Picking your way through the ton of
information available on recordable DVD
formats can be a nightmare.

To help you out, we’ve done our best to distil it
into this summary.

Download this page as a PDF file here: dvd
recording formats

There are FIVE recordable versions of DVD;

DVD-R for (General Use) + DVD-R for (Authoring Use)
DVD-RAM

DVD-RW

DVD+RW

NONE of these dvd recording formats is fully compatible with the other although there are
drives which will read, and in some cases write to more than one format.

DVD-R for General use and DVD-R for Authoring use are essentially DVD versions of the
popular CD-R format, and DVD-RW is a DVD version of CD-RW.

All THREE dvd recording formats can be read in standard DVD-ROM drives and in most
DVD video players. The difference between DVD-R for General and DVD-R for Authoring
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is that DVD-R for General is a format intended for widespread consumer use and doesn't
support ‘professional’ features such as piracy protection or duplication in mass
duplicators. The Pioneer DVD-RW drive which is the most popular PC device for writing
to DVD uses the DVD for General format. And as as the case with CD, DVD-RW is
essentially the same as DVD-R except that it can be erased and written to again and
again.

DVD-RAM is slightly different as it is a sector based disc which mounts on the desktop of
a PC when inserted into a drive. Files can then be copied to it in the same way as any
other mounted media. Some single-sided DVD-RAM discs can be removed from their
caddy and inserted in a DVD-ROM drive which will then be able to read the content of
the disc.

There are DVD video recorders which use the DVD-RAM format. This enables them to
pull off clever tricks like time shifting — where you can watch the beginning of a
programme you have recorded while you are still recording the end on the same disc.

DVD+RW is the newest format and not supported by the DVD Forum, the body which
sets the standards for DVD. However, it is supported by some of the biggest electronics
and computer manufacturers, and is therefore likely to stick around.

It is also the format used by Philips in its DVD video recorders. Despite not being
authorised by the DVD Forum, DVD+RW is claimed by its supported to be compatible
with more DVD video players than DVD-R and DVD+RW writers are found in PCs from
quite a few manufacturers.

Kenny Hemphill is the editor and publisher of The HDTV Tuner

Have you signed up for my FREE popular Windows XP Newsletter? - Links at the top
of the page on the left!

"Hey Marc! | signed up to your newsletter on Fred Langa's recommendation. After a quick lurk, I am glad
I did - you appear to be doing us all a big favour - for which I am grateful . . ."

Charlie - Carmel, Indiana US

I hope this article on the dvd recording formats was useful... Enjoy the rest of site and
remember if you have a query about this site or a comment to make then drop me a line

at the Contact Page

Kind Regards
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A page about the various dvd recording formats

http://www.updatexp.com/dvd-recording-formats.html (3 of 3)02/02/2005 22:49:01


http://www.regnow.com/trialware/download/Download_wintasksprotrial.exe?item=7042-2&affiliate=24483
http://www.regnow.com/trialware/download/Download_wintasksprotrial.exe?item=7042-2&affiliate=24483
http://www.regnow.com/trialware/download/Download_speedupmypctrial.exe?item=7042-17&affiliate=24483
http://www.regnow.com/trialware/download/Download_speedupmypctrial.exe?item=7042-17&affiliate=24483
http://www.1updatexp.com/sstrial.exe
http://www.1updatexp.com/sstrial.exe
http://www.updatexp.com/aboutme.html
http://www.updatexp.com/newsletter.html
http://www.updatexp.com/
http://www.updatexp.com/privacy-policy.html
http://www.updatexp.com/aboutme.html
http://www.updatexp.com/contact.html

	updatexp.com
	DVD recording formats - FIND out more here in this article!


